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 Yamamoto Noh Theatre is a historical noh theater established in 1927. It engages in 

dissemination and education activities on the attraction of Osaka’s traditional performing 

arts, resources of the region. Since 2008, it has introduced subtitles in English, Chinese, 

Japanese, and other languages (using a projector) to its performances and multilingual 

pamphlets. In addition, the Theater produces DVDs and original apps (e.g. We Noh and 

OHAYASHI sensei) in various languages to support audience members’ viewing 

experience and other hands-on activities. The Theater is also available for occasions such 

as dinner parties, workshops, or to experience tea ceremony or flower arrangement. 

 

 As of 2016, Yamamoto Noh Theater held its “Evening of Traditional Osaka Performing 

Arts” more than 150 times. This is an event for audience members to enjoy traditional 

performing arts such as noh, kyogen plays, Bunraku puppet shows, rakugo comic 

story-telling, parlor games, and Kamigata dance at once. The cumulative total number of 

audience members reached 22,000, of whom 5,000 were overseas visitors. In 2011, some 

performances were given in English when possible to celebrate the 100th “Evening of 

Traditional Osaka Performing Arts.” In response to the event’s huge popularity, English 

performances were given repeatedly thereafter, including five times in 2016. 

 

 In addition to viewing performances, Yamamoto Noh Theater offers “hands-on programs” 

such as a tour of the noh theater, lectures by noh actors, recitation on stage (an English 

reader will be given), and fitting of noh masks and costumes. These programs are offered 

approximately 60 times a year. More than 20% of participants are overseas visitors. 

 

 Yamamoto Noh Theater is highly regarded as a “modern place for social interaction” as 

demonstrated by its selection as a Unique Venue by the Japan Tourism Agency in 2013. It 

is widely used when entertaining overseas dignitaries or business people with Japanese 

culture. Leveraging its network with the local community, Yamamoto Noh Theater offers 

unique value through events such as holding parties jointly with long-established Japanese 

restaurants. 

 

 Yamamoto Noh Theater has traditionally promoted international exchanges and every year 

gives overseas performances. When performing overseas, efforts are made to have 

grassroot cultural exchanges with local students and residents. In its 2015 performance in 

Bulgaria, Yamamoto Noh Theater presented a noh play titled Momijigari (Autumn Foliage 

Viewing) featuring ten Bulgarians who had practiced the play in their country. The 



performance was well received and awarded the Japan Foundation Prize for Global 

Citizenship. In 2016, Yamamoto Noh Theater was invited to the Sibiu International Theatre 

Festival, one of the three major theater festivals in Europe, as the first noh performers from 

Japan and had a great response. 
 

URL: http://www.noh-theater.com/english/eng_welcome.html 
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