The Law for the Promotion of Traditional Craft Industries and Traditional Crafts Designated by

the Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry
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Law for the Promotion of

Traditional Craft Industries
(abbr. ‘Densan Law’ . Enacted on May 25, 1974)

Japan has a great number of items for daily use
whose development reflects the country's particular
history, environment and lifestyle. Meanwhile,
because of the factors such as changing lifestyle and
the development of new raw materials, crafts
manufactured with traditional methods and materials
are having hard times. Under the circumstance, the
Japanese government (METI) enacted the Densan
Law in May 1974 with the objective of promoting the
traditional crafts industry, in order that the traditional
crafts bring about affluence and plenitude to people's
living and contribute to the development of local
economy, then, the healthy development of national
economy. Present form of this law dates from April
2001, The law was revised and updated in May 1992
and April 2001 to the present form.
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Traditional Craft Products
Designated by the Minister of
Economy, Trade and Industry

The requirement for a craft item to be designated a
‘Traditional Craft Product’ under the Densan Law is
as follows.

Meanwhile, the items which are not craft products
themselves, but are indispensable for the production
and satisfy all criteria other than article 1 below are
designated as ‘Traditional Craft Tools and Craft
Materials Designated by the Minister of Economy,
Trade and Industry’ and are promoted in the same
way as ‘Traditional Craft Products.’

@ The article must be used mainly in everyday life.

@The article must be primarily manufactured by
hand.

©The article must be manufactured using traditional
techniques.

The article's main materials must be the
traditionally used ones.

©The article must form a specific regional

production center.

*'Traditional’ here means having a history of at least 100 years.
*'Regional production’ here means that there are at least 10 enterprises or
30 people engaged in the manufacture of the craft in the region.



50

®Masters of Traditional Crafts

Traditional crafts are primarily manufactured by
hand and are attributable to the sophisticated
traditional techniques. Therefore the acquisition of
the skills requires long period of time. Because of
the decreasing demand of the traditional crafts with
people's life style changing and for other reasons
the industry now faces the big problems training the
successors. In order to cope with this situation,
The Japan Traditional Craft Center enacted the
examination in 1975 to certify the Masters of
Traditional Crafts as part of the ‘System to help
young people have worthwhile experience and find
targets of ambition’. Those who passed the test
are qualified and certificated as such.
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A label of
Traditional
Crafts

‘Logo of Traditional Crafts’ is a symbol
mark stipulated in order to indicate the
product as such or appeal consumers in
promotion of the product through a uniform
image. The mark, the design of which is a
combination of the Chinese character ‘{5’
from ‘“{=#f (tradition)’ and the red sun as a
symbol of Japanese mind, is to be used
uniformly in any traditional crafts industries
designated by the Minister of Economy,
Trade and Industry.
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A Label of
qualification
of Traditional
Crafts

To encourage consumers to buy the
traditional crafts at ease, The Japan
Traditional Craft Center issues ‘A Label of
Qualification (of the traditional crafts)’. The
label is attached to the product which has
been manufactured using and applying the
materials, techniques and skills as
designated by the Minister of Economy,
Trade and Industry and passed the product
inspection by the regional body.



