We strive to revitalize the regional economy
and foster companies’ expansion into
overseas markets by forming internationally
competitive industrial clusters.. | -~
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The Industrial Cluster Program (*) is a measure developed by METI that seeks to create new
businesses and industries, as well as to revitalize the regional economy, by creating regional
human networks and developing an environment that facilitates a series of innovations in
individual regions. More specifically, the program seeks to facilitate the formation of human
networks that comprise various members, such as managers, engineers, researchers and
fund providers, and that encourage competition among members of such networks, so as to
promote the development of new businesses and products, and venture company start-ups.
Under the Industrial Cluster Program, METI-KANSAI is promoting the following three projects:
Kansai Front Runner Project/Neo Cluster, Kansai Bio Cluster Project/Bio Cluster and Environ-
mental Businesses KANSAI Project/Green Cluster.

* “Cluster,” originally used to describe a ‘bunch of grapes,’ is here used to mean a group or gathering.
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The symbol mark represents the energetic image of three industrial clusters (Neo Cluster, Bio Cluster and Green
Cluster) and three major actors in those industrial clusters (industry, academia and government), generating synergy
Make the Front Runner with each other and moving forward into the future. The slogan of the program is “Make the Front Runner.” The slogan
expresses the program’s commitment to producing innovators who can lead the formation of new clusters and
internationally competitive companies by implementing numerous innovative projects.

Seeks to form an internationally competitive industrial cluster for the next-generation industries

The Kansai Front Runner Project seeks to form an interna-

tionally competitive and vigorous industrial cluster for next-

generation industries (information appliances, robotics, high

performance parts and materials, and high efficiency energy

equipment/devices) by promoting collaboration among

companies themselves, as well as among companies, univer-

sities and public support organizations in the Kansai region.

Digital Concept Partners(DCP)
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and research institutions around the world

The Kansai Bio Cluster Project seeks to create a bio
cluster comparable to the best in the world—Kansai Bio
Cluster, by implementing in the Kansai region various
projects in fields with high research and industrial poten-
tial, such as drug discovery/regenerative medicine,
advanced analytical equipment and manufacturing biotech-
nologies (bioprocess, environment and food).
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Seeks to serve as a driving force for promoting environmental innovation

Environmental business is a new business field that
symbolizes the new values of the 21st century and helps
reduce environmental load in various fields. The Kansai
region is home to a large number of environment-related
companies and universities/research institutions that have
technological seeds. To make full use of this advantage,
this project seeks to build a network for developing and
providing new technologies, products and services that
help reduce environmental burdens and establish an
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