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1. Location and Economy of the Kansai Region

Source: 2010 Kansai Keizai Hakusho (Economic White Paper)

Kansai Japan Kansaiôs 

share

Area (km2) 31,307 377,926 8.3%

Population (1,000) (2009) 21,622 127,510 16.9%

GDP (US$ billion) (2008) 818 4,911 16.7%

Kansaiôs population is equivalent to that of 
Australia and its economy is equivalent to that 
of the Netherlands (ranking 16th in the world). 

Japanôs leading international cities, such as Kyoto, Osaka, and Kobe, are located in the Kansai 

Region. It is the heartland of western Japan that provides a suitable transportation structure, which 

makes it possible for people to move both east and west with ease. The Kansai Region has a 

population of approximately 22 million with a huge market and a GDP of approximately $ 818 billion. 

Kagoshima

Nagoya

Fukuoka

1 hr

2 hr 30 min.

Tokyo

SapporoKANSAI
1 hr 30 min.

1 hr 

2hr 30 min.

50 min.

1 hr 50 min.

ÅOsaka Airport

Å Kobe Airport

Å Kansai 

International 

Airport

Å Shin-Osaka 

station 

Access to Major Cities (Domestic Line, Shinkansen)

Kagoshima

1 hr 15 min.

3 hr 45 min.

Sapporo

Tokyo
Nagoya

Hiroshima

Fukuoka

Hiroshima

Wakayama

Kansai 

International 

Airport

Kobe

Fukui

Shiga

Kyoto

Nara

Hyogo

Osaka

Kyoto

Osaka

100km

50km

Kobe 

Airport
Osaka Airport

Kansai



3

2. Kansaiôs International Flight Network (Kansai International Airport)

·High potential for supporting the growth of East Asia: Kansai International Airport is Japan's only airport 
that has a number of 4,000-meter-class runways. It is large enough to accept a large number of flights and 
maintains Japan's largest class lot for cargo terminal expansion (approximately 280 ha). Kansai Airport is 
located in a suitable area as a gateway to Northeast Asia and an ideal point that connects Asia and the West.
·Hub airport that is open 24 hours a day for international cargo: The use of midnight and early morning 
flights (from 23:00 to 06:00), which occupy approximately 30% of international cargo flights, makes it possible 
to shorten the overall logistic lead time of shipments.

International Flight Network

Number of airline companies:58
Number of countries (regions)
served: 27

Number of cities served: 73
Number of weekly flights: 730

(Note) Based on ó2010 winter scheduleô from the 
website of Kansai International Airport 
Co., Ltd. as of December 10, 2010)

Asia: 535.5 weeklyflights
Including 262 weekly flights to 

China
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North America: 98.5 weekly
flights
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Middle East: 22weekly flights
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Port of Kobe

Osaka Port

Maizuru Port

Kansai International 

Airport

Major ports in Kansai

Kansai has highly developed distribution systems that enable the handling of large 
amounts of cargo, serving as an international trading hub to link Japan and the world.
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3. Highly Developed International Distribution Infrastructure

Note: Information was obtained from the Kansai 

Bureau of Economy, Trade and Industry.

Hanshin Port
(Osaka Port, Port of Kobe & Sakai-Senboku Port) 

Growing international container 
strategic ports 

Ŗegular ocean-going container routes: 164/week (Feb. 2010) 

N. America: 12/wk, Europe: 4/wk, N. America ïEurope: 4/wk,

Oceania: 5/wk, Asia and nearby area: 139/wk

J̧apan's leading port dealing with a large number of

international cargo

Annual containers for international trading: 4 mil. TEU (2008) 

(1TEU = a 20 feet container) 

­ Target: 5.9 mil. TEU (2020) 

Ȩarthquake-resistant container berth of 16 m depth,

where 100,000 t class containerships can berth

ñInternational container strategic portsò:

Hanshin Port and Port of Keihin were designated as

international strategic ports in Japan (Aug. 2010). To further

improve international competitiveness, the following measures

were taken.

ÉReducing port costs by privatizing the port management 

company

ÉImproving the cargo aggregation system by reinforcing the       

distribution network incorporating the domestic shipping 

routes, railroads and trucks

ÉImproving services to shippers by promoting 24-hour 

operations of terminal gates

ÉCompleting a large-scale terminal of ï18 m water depth, etc.

Reducing total distribution cost

Port of Himeji

Maizuru Port
International distribution 

center on the Japan Sea side
¸Regular  ocean-going container routes

S. Korea (Busan): 1/wk

China (Qingdao, Dalian): 1/wk

Russia (Nakhodka): 2/month

M̧aizuru International Berth started service 

in April 2010

Å One of the largest public berth on the

Japan Sea side with water depth of 14 m;

50,000 t class vessels can berth.

Å Multipurpose international terminal with a

large freight handling area

© Kyoto Maizuru Port 

Promotion Association

Sakai-Senboku 

Port

Wakayama 

Shimotsu Port
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Osaka

ÉBiobusiness creation projects, with 
Nagahama Institute of Bio-Science 
and Technology and other centers 
for academic research as core 
institutes 
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4. Well-Developed Business Clusters

ÉKeihanna Science City 
(telecommunications, 
environment and energy, and 
bio-plants)

ÉAdvanced 
Telecommunications Research 
Institute International (ATR)ÉHarima Science Garden 

City (nanotechnology) 
ÉSynchrotron Radiation 

FacilitiesðSPring-8

ÉKobe Medical Industry
Development Project
(advanced medicine, drug 
discovery, next generation 
super computers)
ÉRIKEN

ÉSaito Life Science Park

(biotechnology, 

medical,Drug discovery)

ÉAIST Kansai

Concentration of 
automobile and

IT-related businesses

ÉKyoto University

ÉKatsura Innovation Park

(life sciences, environment)

Technoport Fukui 
(textiles, metals,

chemicals)

Shiga

A substantial number of international 

companies operating globally are 

based in Kansai; these include 

electrical and electronic 

manufacturers Panasonic, Sharp and 

Sanyo, and bio- and medical 

companies Takeda Pharmaceutical 

and Eli Lilly.

Kyoto

Fukui

Hyogo

Nara

Wakayama

Hanshin Industrial Region

(electric appliances, machinery, 

steel, flat panel displays, and

batteries)

Sakai-Senboku Rinkai Kogy Chitai
(coastal industrial region)

(panels, batteries, 
petroleum, chemicals, steel)

Higashi Osaka
Industrial Area

(concentration of high 
manufacturing skills)
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5. Rich Intellectual Resources (Research and Human Resources)

·In Kansai, many excellent universities make the region rich in highly educated human resources.

·There is also a superb concentration of research institutes, both public and private, where the most 
advanced studies in fields such as biotechnology take place. Kansai offers an environment with 
broad potential for research collaboration with its many universities and research institutes.
·Kansai has produced a large number of Nobel Prize winners such as Dr. Hideki Yukawa, 

Dr. Shinichiro Tomonaga, Dr. Kenichi Fukui, Dr. Koichi Tanaka, and Dr. Toshihide Maskawa.

Source: Kansai Bureau of Economy, 
Trade and Industry

Kansaiôs share of Intellectual Resources in Japan

University ventures 
(cumulative total in FY2008) 

Patent applications (2009) 

Research collaboration between 
national universities and

businesses (2009) 

Private research institutes 
(2007) 

Public testing and research 
institutes (FY2009) 

Universities  (FY2009) 
(153 universities)

(20 institutes)

(698 institutes)

(2,724 projects)

(338 projects)

(92,310 cases)

~Shimadzu Corporation~
Dr. Tanaka was awarded 

the Nobel Prize in Chemistry

~Kyoto University~
ÅThis university graduate 

Dr.Yukawa and Dr.Tomonaga won 
the Nobel Prize in Physics, and 
Dr.Fukui won the Prize in 
Chemistry.

ÅDr. Shinya Yamanaka announced 
his success in developing induced 
pluripotent stem cells for the first 
time in the world.

~Kyoto Sangyo University~
Nobel Prize in Physics was 
awarded to Dr. Masukawa.

~Osaka University~
AnGes MG, Inc (specializing R&D 
of genetic medicine) achieved 
listing on the Mothers market of 
Tokyo Stock Exchange, as a first 
university venture.



Research Institutes in Keihanna Area (part)
¸National Institute of Information and Communications 

Technology(NICT) Kaihannna Research Laboratories
¸Research Institute of Innovative Technology for the 

Earth (RITE)
¸Japan Atomic Energy Agency, Kansai Photon Science 

Institute 
¸Advanced Telecommunications Research Institute 

International (ATR)
ÅNTT Communication Science Laboratories
ÅOmron Keihanna Innovation Center
ÅKyocera Central Labolatory
ÅShimazu Corporation Technology Research Laboratory
ÅSekisui House, Ltd. Comprehensive Housing R&D 

Institute
ÅDaiwa House Industry Co., Ltd. Central Research 

Laboratory
ÅNEC Corporation Research Laboratories
ÅPanasonic Corporation Advanced Technology 

Research Laboratories

Nara Prefecture

¸Nara Institute of Science 

and Technology

¸Nara Womenôs University

¸Nara Medical University

Wakayama Prefecture

¸Wakayama University

¸Wakayama Medical University

Harima Science Garden City

¸Japan Synchrotron Radiation 
Research Institute (SPring-8)

¸RIKEN Harima Institute

Shiga Prefecture

Ţhe University of Shiga 

Prefecture

¸Shiga University of Medical 

Science

¸Nagahama Institute of Bio-

Science and Technology 

¸Ritsumeikan University

¸Ryukoku University

Fukui Prefecture

¸University of Fukui

F̧ukui University of 

Technology

F̧ukui Prefectural 

University

Kyoto Prefecture

¸Kyoto University

¸Kyoto Institute of 

Technology

¸Kyoto Prefectural University

¸Kyoto Prefectural University 

of Medicine

¸Kyoto Sangyo University

¸Doshisha University

Northern Osaka Prefecture

Ņational Institute of Advanced 

Industrial Science and 

Technology, Kansai Center

Ņational Cardiovascular Center

Ņational Institute of Biomedical 

Innovation

Hyogo Prefecture, Kobe Medical Industry 

Development Project

ŖIKEN

Ņational Institute of Information and 

Communications Technology
I̧nstitute of Biomedical Research and 
Innovation (IBRI)

Ķobe University

U̧niversity of Hyogo

Ķwansei Gakuin University

Ķobe Gakuin University

Ķonan University

6. Major Research Institutes and Universities
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Osaka Prefecture

¸Osaka University

¸Osaka Prefecture University

¸Osaka City University

¸Osaka Medical College

¸Osaka Institute of Technology

¸Osaka Sangyo University

¸Osaka Electro-Communication 

University

Ķansai University

Ķansai Medical University

Ķinki University

Şetsunan University



7. Integration of Environmental High-tech Industries
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[Kobe city]
Yumicore Japan
(Lithium-ion Battery Member)
Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Ltd.
(Nickel Hydride Batteries)

[Kasai City]
Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd.
(Lithium-ion Batteries)

[Himeji City]
Panasonic Liquid Crystal 
Display Co., Ltd. 
(Liquid Crystal Panels)

precision device Himeji
(LCD Color Filters)

[Takasago City]
Asahi Glass Co., Ltd.
(Glass Substrate)

[Higashi-Omi city]
Kyocera Corp.
(Solar Batteries)

[Kusatsu City]
Panasonic Corp.
(Fuel Cell)
Lithium Energy Japan
(Lithium-ion Batteries)

[Otsu City]
Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd.
(Solar Cell Modules)

[Kyoto City]
Lithium Energy 
Japan
(Lithium-ion 
Batteries)

[Oyamazaki-cho]
Hitachi Maxell, Ltd.
(Lithium-ion Batteries)

[Ibaraki City]
Panasonic Plasma Display Co., 
Ltd.  (PDPs)

[Osaka City]
Panasonic Corp. 
Energy Company
(Lithium-ion Batteries)
Asahi Glass Co., Ltd.
(PDP Glass Substrate)

[Katsuragi City]
Sharp Corp.
(Solar Batteries)

[Kaizuka City]

Sanyo Energy Nandan Co.,Ltd.

(Solar Battery, Lithium-ion Batteries 

[Amagasaki City]
Panasonic Plasma Display Co., 
Ltd. (PDPs)

[Moriguchi City]
Panasonic Corp. Energy 
Company
(Lithium-ion Batteries)

[Yasu City]
Kyocera Corp.
(Solar Batteries)

[Sakai City]
Sharp Corp. (Liquid Crystal PanelSolar Batteries)

Color Techno Sakai (LCD Color Filters)
Toppan Electronics Products Co., Ltd.
(LCD Color Filters)
Corning Japan (LCD Glass Substrate)

[Kinokawa City]
Panasonic Corp. 
Energy Company
(Lithium-ion Batteries)

[Fukui City]
Tanaka Chemical Corp.
(Lithium-ion Battery 
Member)

[Fukuchiyama City]
Blue Energy Co., Ltd.
(Lithium-ion Batteries)

[Toyooka City]
Kaneka Solartech Corp.
(Solar Batteries)

[Awaji city, Minamiawaji city]
Sanyo Energy Nandan Co.,Ltd.
(Lithium-ion Batteries)
[Sumoto City]
Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd.
(Lithium-ion Batteries)

Backed by the integration of advanced production technologies and intellectual resources, a large number of 

production bases of environment high-tech industries, such as advanced-battery manufacturers, are located in 

Kansai. Kansai produces 81% of lithium-ion batteries and 79% of solar cells that are manufactured in Japan.
Integration of main industry-related plants (for batteries, flat panel displays, and other high-tech products)
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*Total value of exports from 

Japan: ¥54.2 trillion 

8-1. Kansaiôs Foreign Trade

Total 

value

12.0 
trillion

<Trade Value by Commodity> 

Machinery and electric appliances constitute a high percentage of exports from 

Kansai, home to global manufacturers in the fields of digital home appliances 

such as flat-screen TVs and DVD recorders, and machinery such as motors, 

construction and agricultural machinery. 

Value of Exports from Kansai
by Commodity (2009) 

Value of Imports to Kansai 
by Commodity (2009) 

Total value

¥9.8 trillion

Electric appliance

MachineryChemical 

products

Steel

Transportation 

equipment

Scientific and 

optical instruments

Nonferrous metal

Metal products

Mineral fuels

Electric

appliance

Chemical 
products

Foodstuffs

Clothing and 
accessories

Machinery

Others

Others

*Total value of exports from 

Japan: ¥51.5 trillion 

Total value

¥12.0 trillion



8-2. Kansaiôs Foreign Trade

<Trade Value by Region>
Asia is the destination of 64.9% of exports from Kansai and the origin of 58.1% of 
imports to Kansai, comprising a larger share of both exports and imports in Kansai, in 
comparison to that of Japan as a whole. 

Source: Osaka Customs
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Kansaiôs Export Total

Approx.12 Trillion yen

National Export Total

Approx. 54.2 Trillion yen

Kansaiôs Import Total

Approx. 9.8 Trillion yen

National Import Total

Approx. 51.5 Trillion yen

Comparison of Exports from Kansai by Region (2009)

Comparison of Imports to Kansai by Region  (2009)

Kansai 

(2009)

Japan

(2009)

42.4
Asia (other than China) China U.S. EU Others

22.5 11.3 12.2 11.6

33.3 18.9 16.1 12.5 17.3
Asia (other than China) China U.S. EU Others

24.0 34.1 7.8 12.6 21.5

22.4 22.2 10.7 10.7 33.9

Asia (other than China) China U.S. EU Others

China U.S. EU OthersAsia (other than China)

Kansai 

(2009)

Japan

(2009)
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¸Consulates from 1
countries
(U.S., UK, France, Germany, Russia, Australia, China, 

India, Italy, Netherlands, Korea, Philippines, Singapore, 

Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, Panama, Pakistan)

Medical institutions

with multilingual services
A large number of general 

hospitals and various clinics 
(internal, dental, etc.)

Citibank branches and other foreign 
banks, including those from Australia, 

New Zealand, China, France, 
Korea, India, Thailand and 

Pakistan, etc.

Competitive 
office and 

residential rents

¸Trade representative 
offices, etc.

Foreign governmental 
organizations 

One-stop services

to support daily life in Japan
Multilingual information and 

consultation services

Medical information centers, etc.

A variety of 
international communities

9. Comfortable Environment for Living and Working

The American Chamber of Commerce in Japan (ACCJ) highly evaluates 
the Kansai Region as ñthe best place to live and work in.ò * Kansai is an 
attractive area where  foreign-capital businesses find it easy to advance.

* ACCJ's ONE Kansai Initiative (released in May 2010)

High concentration
of foreign banks offering 
expertise in international 

business

A wide choice of 
educational institutions 

¸International schools 

(Canadian Academy, etc.)

¸Schools for foreign nationals Rents are lower than 

in Tokyo 

¸Business communities Chambers

of commerce and industry 

(U.S., Canada, Korea, India)

¸Clubs and associations for expatriates

(Europe, North America, Asia, 

South America, etc.) 


