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１．METI-KANSAI
(Kansai Bureau of Economy, Trade and Industry)

Our Mission

Our Organization
Director-General

General Coordination and Policy Planning Department

International Affairs Department

Natural Resources, Energy and Environment Department

Economic Policy Department
Industries Department

Kobe International Trade Office

 Promote growth areas and disseminate the attractive 
features of Kansai

 Revitalize the regional economy and enhance industrial 
competitiveness

 Establish a safe and secure society and develop a better 
business environment

Regional bloc organization that has jurisdiction over seven prefectures
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「INVEST JAPAN, INVEST KANSAI」 Download page of the METI-KANSAI website
https://www.kansai.meti.go.jp/3-1toukou/invest_in_kansai/welcome_to_kansai.html

which showcases various aspects of Kansai’s business environments
「INVEST JAPAN, INVEST KANSAI」

We hope that you will find the brochure helpful in supporting 
businesses that are advancing to Kansai.

Contents
1 What is Kansai?
2 Highly Developed 

Infrastructure
3 Great Intellectual Cluster
4 Industries Expected to Grow
5 Attractive Industries
6 Well-equipped Business 

Environment
7 Alluring Sightseeing
8 Kansaiʼs Characteristic 

Commerce
9 Diversity of Foreign-Affiliated 

Companies Entering into Kansai
10 Support for Foreign 

Investment in Kansai
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Introduction
With a long history as the heart of Japan, Kansai 
(Fukui, Shiga, Kyoto, Osaka, Hyogo, Nara, and Wakayama prefectures）is 
home to many traditional and historic cultural resources.

This publication showcases various aspects of Kansai’s 
business environments. We hope that you will use this 
brochure as a supporting tool to invest in the region.

Big Market
Kansai has an economy that can rival many national economies around 
the world, with a wide array of industries based here.

Growth Environment
With a high concentration of world-class manufacturing companies, 
universities, research institutions, traditional high-skilled craftworks and 
craftsmanship in various fields, Kansai boasts a climate favorable for innovation.

Asian Hub
Asian countries account for a high percentage of Kansai’s foreign trade 
and foreign-affiliated companies operating in the region.

Rich Culture
As the birthplace of many traditional Japanese performing arts and cultural 
histories, Kansai is home to a large number of World Heritage sites, and 
attracts worldwide attention as a tourist destination.

Cover image: Autumn leaves at Yabu Shrine (Hyogo 
Prefecture) ©rikky_photography
Creative Commons License (View 4.0 International)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

“INVEST JAPAN, INVEST KANSAI” 
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―Promote and accelerate the transformation of Japanese companies 
from a long-term perspective to make a structural shift required in 
the age of coexisting with COVID-19 and the post-Corona age―

● Digital reform

● Realization of a green society

● Small and medium businesses and regional economy
▪Support SMEs under the “new normal” conditions
▪ Strengthen the regional economy and correct the problem of

overconcentration

● Resilience, health and medical care

● Human resource development and creation of
Innovation Ecosystems

▪ Create innovation Ecosystems, etc.
(Exempt from METI-related Key Points of the 3rd Supplementary Budget for FY2020 and Initial Budget for F 2021)

2. Growth strategy by making a proactive response to
the “new normal”
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3. Support for small and medium businesses
under the “new normal” conditions

1. Business reconstruction (activities for the
development of new areas and business category
conversion)

2. Productivity improvement

3. Measures to strengthen supply chains

4. Business succession and inheritance

5. Virtually interest-free and unsecured loans
6

Etc. 



4. Creation of Innovations
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University/Research Institute Clusters 

【Saito (International Culture Park)】
＜Life Science Park＞
・National Institute of Biomedical Innovation,

Health and Nutrition (NIBIOHN)
・Bio-Incubator
(in cooperation with Osaka University, etc.)
・Japanese Red Cross Kinki Block Blood Center
・Various companies’ R&D facilities

【Kobe Biomedical Innovation Cluster】
＜Japan’s largest biomedical cluster＞
Cluster of approx. 350 state-of-the-art medical research 
institutes, advanced specialty hospitals, companies, and
universities

・RIKEN, Japan
・ Supercomputer (Fugaku)

【Harima Science 
Garden City】
＜Large research facility＞
・SPring-8
・SACLA

【Kansai Cultural and Academic Research City】
＜City of knowledge creation that is paving the way to the future＞
Cluster of over 140 public and corporate research institutes

・Research Institute of Innovative Technology for the Earth (RITE)
・Advanced Telecommunications Research Institute International (ATR)
・National Institute of Information and Communications Technology (NICT)
・National Institutes for Quantum and Radiological Science and Technology 

(QST)

（UK）
Oxford University
Innovation / OUI
JAPAN OFFICE

Kansai produces many
Nobel Prize winners

16 out of 28 Japanese
laureates are from 

Kansai area

Blue 
LED

iPS
cell

SPring-8/SACLA ⓒRIKEN

Kansai
24％

2,811

2,184

0 2000 4000

Kansai

Nation

Wide

(Thousand yen)

Supercomputer (Fugaku) ⓒRIKEN

[Main research and development bases and overseas 
institutions under industry-university cooperation in Kansai]

[Industry-university joint research spending]
In terms of monetary amount, 24% of industry-university joint 
research throughout Japan is conducted in Kansai, and the amount 
of money received per research project is higher than the national 
average.

Industry-university joint 
research across the nation 

(Value-basis)

The amount of money received per 
research project 

【Has produced many Nobel Prize winners】

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Implementation status of industry-university 
cooperation and performance of joint research(on an institution-by-institution basis) (FY 2018)

© Center for iPS Cell Research and 
Application, Kyoto University

 Kansai is home to a cluster of prestigious universities and research institutions.
 Distinctive research and development bases have been formed and a large number of prestigious

universities are clustered in the region, and industry-university cooperation is robust and growing.
 Kansai has produced many Nobel Prize winners. Furthermore, overseas institutions under

industry-university cooperation are located in Kansai.

“INVEST JAPAN, INVEST KANSAI” 
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Green Innovation 

National LABoratory for advanced energy storage technologies

 Kansai is one of the largest hubs for development and production in energy-related industries,
including lithium-ion battery makers.

 The industrial cluster consists not only of battery manufacturers but also of related component/material
and device manufacturers.

World's first liquefied hydrogen carrier 
(liquefied hydrogen storage tank and nloading
terminal)

【Cluster of companies related to lithium-ion 
batteries that are unique and boast top shares】

Device manufacturer
HIRANO TECSEED CO., Ltd

Nishimura MFG. Co., Ltd.
Component/

material manufacturer
Yodogawa Precision Co.,Ltd.

Tanaka Chemical Corp
Battery manufacturer

Panasonic Corp.
GS YUASA

【 Major companies related to fuel cells in Kansai 】
➢Fuel cell manufacturers

Panasonic, Kyocera, Hitachi Zosen

➢Fuel cell-related device and parts manufacturers
Fujikin, Samtech, NISSHA FIS, Takaishi Industry, TECHNO TAKATSUKI ,
Yamato H2Energy Japan, KAJl TECHNOLOGY, TOYOBO,
NIPPON SHOKUBAI

➢Hydrogen manufactures and storage companies
Iwatani Corporation, Kawasaki Heavy Industries, AIR WATER INC.,
KOBELCO ECO-SOLUTIONS

➢Inspection and evaluation equipment manufacturers
Shimadzu Corporation, HORIBA LTD., Round Science Inc

Outer appearance and the event space of “Iwatani 
Hydrogen Station at Kansai International Airport”

Long-life storage cell “Redox Flow Battery”

Home-use fuel cell cogeneration system

National Institute of Technology and Evaluation 

The world’s largest constant-temperature battery test and evaluation facility 
(testing up to container sized storage battery systems)

A hub for innovative venture companies
Kansai is home to an accumulation of 1,218 venture companies that create innovation (as of

July 2020, source: "Kansai Venture Company List", Kansai Bureau of Economy, Trade and
Industry). Discovery and development of entrepreneurs and ventures are ongoing, for example in
the "Hack Osaka Global Innovation Conference" (Osaka City) and "500 Kobe Accelerator" (Kobe
City).

Inside of the facility

“INVEST JAPAN, INVEST KANSAI” 
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Life Science Innovation 

Kansai
29%

Others
71%

(Excluding Fukui)

Kansai
20%

Others
80%

 Kansai has been a base for medicine since ancient times, and continues to be so with a large cluster of pharmaceutical
company headquarters.

 A large number of foreign companies and medical equipment manufacturers are located in Kansai, where the world’s
first therapeutic agent was developed using clinical research that applied iPS cells.

A large cluster of pharmaceutical 
company headquarters

Kaigen Pharma

Ono Pharmaceutical

Santen 
Pharmaceutical

NIPRO

Omron

Shimadzu Corporation

Sysmex

Medical equipment manufacturers 
concentrated in this area

A large number of foreign companies are 
advancing to Kansai as well

Nippon Boehringer Ingelheim

AstraZeneca K.K.

Eli Lilly Japan K.K.

Bayer Yakuhin, Ltd

Concentration of research and development 
bases and core institutions

Kansai Branch of Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Agency (PMDA)

West Japan Supervising Department of Japan Agency for Medical 
Research and Development (AMED)

Center for iPS Cell Research and Application, Kyoto University

Saito Life Science Park

Kobe Medical Industry Development Project

RIKEN

Regenerative medicine, discovering disease mechanisms, drug discovery, etc.

【Share of production of non-
pharmaceutical products】

Production Statistics for Pharmaceutical Industry in 2018,” Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
Figure 1: Pharmaceutical production, import, shipment, and inventory value by prefecture
Figure 26: Non-pharmaceutical production, import, shipment, and inventory value by prefecture 

【Share of shipment value of 
pharmaceutical products】

“INVEST JAPAN, INVEST KANSAI” 

10



Manufacturing
22%

Public 
administration, 

education, 
human health, 
and social work 

activities
16%

Wholesale 
& retailing

13%
Real estate

12%
Professional, scientific 

& technical, and 
business support 

services
7%

Transport & postal 
services

6%

Construction
5%

Other service 
activities

5%

Others
14%

Diverse Industries in the Region of Diversity

Hyogo
- Living products
(leather tanning)
- Heavy industry
(steel industry)

Kyoto
- Textiles
(dyeing and
finishing)

- Electronics &
measurement
(electronic
components)

Shiga
- Commerce
(wholesale)
- Electric machines
(electric household 
appliances)

Nara
- Articles for wear
(fur, kimono accessories
and textiles to wear)

Osaka
- Commerce
(wholesale)
- Services
- Machinery
(transport
machinery
and
instruments)

Fukui
- Textiles
(knit fabric)

- Traditional industries
(lacquer ware)

Wakayama
- Textiles
(knit fabric)
- Petroleum products
- Processed food

Textiles
(29.4％)Printing and 

related
(21.2％)

Chemical
(20.9％)

Steel
(24.3％)

Other 
manufacturing

(28.0％)

Industrial field by region in Kansai
Composition ratio (%) of Kansai Region’s (nominal) GDP by 

industry

“We can make anything”: a manufacturing industry hub

The industries listed above are those with high coefficients of specialization in 
terms of the number of people engaged in them, based on 2014 Economic 
Census for Business Frame by the Statistics Bureau, the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and Communications
(Processed by the Kansai Bureau of Economy, Trade and Industry)

2016 Report on Prefectural Accounts (by the Cabinet Office)

A variety of industrial fields are concentrated in Kansai, from upstream to downstream,
including materials, parts processing, and cutting-edge product manufacturing.

Tanned leather, leather
goods,fur manufacturing

(30.2％)

Electrical machinery 
manufacturing

(22.8％)
General-purpose machinery 

manufacturing
(27.8％)

National share, value 
of shipments of 

manufactured goods

Source: Regional Statistics Table, "2018 Census of Manufacture", Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry
Note: parentheses indicate Kansai share within Japan

“INVEST JAPAN, INVEST KANSAI” 
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 Start-up companies list
(1,222 companies as of November 2020)

 Survey of Kansai start-up companies

 List of support
measures

 Event calendar

Information on start-up companies in Kansai Kansai start-up support information

Supporting 
organizations and 
local governments

Information sharing via the Kansai Start-up Portal site and Facebook

Big /Midium-
sized companies

Startups
Entreprenuer

Investors inside 
and outside 

Kansai

• Established in 2018. Its membership comprises start-up supporters in
Kansai (academic experts, accelerators, venture capitalists,
entrepreneurs, local governments, start-up representatives, etc.).

Visualize startups Visualize support 
measures

Visualize events

12

(1) Kansai Start-up Supporters Conference



(2) Creation of cities that serve as startup ecosystem bases

 The Cabinet  Office, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology, and the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry
announced the Strategies for creation of startup ecosystem to compete
with the world top ecosystems (in 2019).

 In 2020 the Osaka, Kyoto, Hyogo-Kobe Consortium (consisting of
Osaka City, Kyoto City, Kobe City, etc.) was selected as one of Japan’s
"Global Startup Cities" by the Japanese government. (A total of four
Global Startup Cities* were selected from across the country.)

 Both the government and private sector work in collaboration to provide
intensive support to the Startup Cities in disseminating relevant
information to the world and attracting entrepreneurs and investors
from home and abroad.

13
＊Global Startup City  - 4consortiums : Kanto, Chubu, Kansai, Fukuoka city13



(3) J-Startup KANSAI

14

Kyoto

Osaka

Hyogo

 METI-KANSAI selected 31 promising startups as the J-Startup KANSAI
companies, which are expected to expand their business from Kansai to the
rest of Japan and to the world. (October 2020)

 Intensive support will be provided through public-private partnership to these
startups to help them demonstrate their presence both in Japan and overseas
and promote their overseas expansion.



Find our story of “Tatazumai”
The Japanese way of calm technology
at House of Beautiful Business 2020.

Kaz Oki
Co‐Founder and CEO

+10years of BtoB Global Business
Development in N/A and EU.
Speaker for House of Beautiful
Business 2021 Contributing writer of
Calm Technology Japanese
translation version.

kaz@muilab.com

Key Features: 
・Best of CES2020 Honoree / CES Innovation Award Honoree
・Japanese way of calm technology for Smart Home & IoT
・Global tractions with tech companies/smart home companies
・Selected as J‐Startup Kansai / Techstars & Cabinet office accelerator project

mui Lab fron Kyoto, JAPAN. Enable ”Calm Technology” for digital well‐being on 
devices as well as on services  via mui Calm Platform and API.  https://muilab.com / 
https://mui.jp
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5. Regional branding
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■Home to many World Cultural 
Heritage sites

■The birthplace of many 
artistic & cultural elements

Kansai is home to 71% of 
National-Treasure-designated structures, 
and 51% of National-Treasure-designated 
fine arts and crafts.
“Statistical Abstract” of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology (2020)

Photo provided by Himeji City

Photo provided by Nara Visitors Bureau

Noh

Tea ceremony

Photo provided by Kansai Tourism Bureau

Photo provided by Nara Prefecture

Photo provided by WAK JAPAN Co.

For details, please check the multilingual web portal of the Kansai 
Tourism Bureau: The KANSAI Guide –The Exciting Journey, 
KANSAI.

https://kansaiguide.jp

Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage 
Routes in the Kii Mountain 

Range
Areas cultivating the spirit of nature 

worship since ancient times

Historic Monuments of 
Ancient Kyoto

（Kyoto City, Uji City, 
Ohtsu City）

Grand temples, mountain villas, and 
gardens taking advantage of the undulating 

natural landscape

Himeji Castle
Unique Japanese castle with 

wooden structure surrounded by 
stone castle walls and white 

earthen walls

Historic Monuments of 
Ancient Nara

Nara Era palace remains, temples, 
and shrines

Buddhist Monuments in the 
Horyu-ji Area

The world’s oldest wooden structure

Mozu-Furuichi Kofun Group (Sakai 
City, Habikino City, Fujiidera City)

Diversity in size and forms

Photo provided by Sakai City

Kansai, satisfying all kinds of tourist’s interests
 As the birthplace of a wide variety of performing arts and cultural elements, Kansai boasts 

a high concentration of all kinds of tourist attractions, including many World Heritage 
sites, varied food cultures, seasonal natural beauty, and diverse hands-on activities.

Recipients of the Hanayaka “Increasing the Appeal of KANSAI Award”

“INVEST JAPAN, INVEST KANSAI” 
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■Kansai offers a variety of regional brands that
attract the world.

Kansai - A Region that Can Meet All Your Travel Needs

■A Guide to Industrial Facilities You Can Visit in Kansai
You can tour about 500 industrial facilities (factories, corporate museums, hands-on 
craft workshops, and other such institutions and experiences) in the Kansai region.

Udatsu Paper & Craft Museum 
in Echizen Washi Village

(Echizen City, Fukui Prefecture)

Kyoto Unraku-gama kiln
(Kyoto City, 

Kyoto Prefecture)

Sakai City 
Traditional Crafts Museum

(Sakai City,
Osaka Prefecture)

Sawanotsuru Sake Museum
（Old Japanese Sake Brewery) 
(Kobe City, Hyogo Prefecture) 

YUASA SOY SAUCE Limited
KUYO－GURA

(Yuasa Town, Wakayama Prefecture)
https://www.kansai.meti.go.jp/e

nglish/tvlist/tvtopeng.html

Image courtesy of 
SHOYEIDO INCENSE CO.

Image courtesy of 
TAKENOKO Yokoyama 

Bamboo Products 

Image courtesy of 
Kawashima Selkon Textiles 

Co., Ltd.

Throughout the Kansai area, initiatives enable visitors from overseas 
to experience the advanced craftsmanship, techniques, 
and technologies of Japanese “monodzukuri” manufacturing 
companies and interact with craftsmen and manufacturers through 
factory tours and community-based exchange events.

■Kansai Open Factory Tours

(Kyoto, Uji, Kameoka) 
Traditional Kyoto Area Craft Techniques 

https://designweek-kyoto.com/

Inoue Butsudan Ten
(Hikone City, 

Shiga Prefecture)

Kinkoen
(Nara city, 

Nara Prefecture)

In Kansai, many attractive local assets such as local 
industries, traditional crafts, and agricultural products that 
make use of regional specialties, are extending their brand 
presence.

Wakayama knit 
(Wakayama, Wakayama Prefecture)

Image courtesy of the Wakayama Knits Cooperative Association

Awaji Island onions
(Awaji-shima, Hyogo Prefecture)

Image courtesy of the City of Awaji

Tango textiles
(Tango region, Kyoto Prefecture)

Image courtesy of 
JR East Marketing & Communications, Inc. (JEKI)

Senshu towels 
(the Senshu region, Osaka Prefecture)

Image courtesy of the City of Izumisano

Toyooka Kaban bags
(Toyooka, Hyogo Prefecture)

Image courtesy of the Japan Patent Office

Wazuka tea plantations
(Wazuka, Kyoto Prefecture)

Image courtesy of the Town of Wazaku

Nara socks (Nara Prefecture)
Image courtesy of the Town of Koryo

Sabae Megane
(Sabae City, Fukui Prefecture)

Image courtesy of the Fukui Optical Association 

Shigaraki ware 
(Koka, Shiga Prefecture)

Image courtesy of the City of Koka

A Guide to Industrial Facilities 
You Can Visit in Kansai

Recipients of the Hanayaka “Increasing 
the Appeal of KANSAI Award”

“INVEST JAPAN, INVEST KANSAI” 
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Kansai, satisfying all kinds of tourist’s interests

■Rich seasonal natural features

Cherry blossoms 
on Mount Yoshino
[Nara Prefecture]

Kitayama River 
sightseeing raft descent

[Wakayama Prefecture]

Deer in Nara Park
[Nara Prefecture]

Mt. Koya in the snow
[Wakayama Prefecture]

Photo provided by Kansai Tourism Bureau

■Varied food culture

Kyoto cuisine
[Kyoto Prefecture]

Kobe beef
[Hyogo Prefecture]

Okonomiyaki
[Osaka Prefecture]

Ramen
[various places]

■Diverse hands-on activities covering various 
forms of culture

Samurai and ninja
Photos provided by 

Japan swordfight Road Association

“VR ninja”
Photos provided by NINJA VR KYOTO

■Sightseeing experiences that let you interact with local residents

Stay and sight-see in 
Kayabuki-no-Sato

Image courtesy of 
the Kyoto Miyama 

Tourism Association

Green tourism hands-on 
experience programs

Image courtesy of 
the Akizuno

Agricultural Corporation

Accommodations that let you 
experience local everyday life

Image courtesy of 
Sekai Hotel Co., Ltd.

Japanese drums
Photos provided by  Taiko-Center Co., Ltd.

Kompeito Candy-Making 
Workshop

Image courtesy of 4 Osaka-Toka Co., Ltd. (The 
Kingdom of Compeito)

(Source) Excerpt from companies awarded The Hanayaka
“Increasing the Appeal of KANSAI Award”

https://www.kansai.meti.go.jp/3-1toukou/toukou_award_outline.html

“INVEST JAPAN, INVEST KANSAI” 
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▶10 regional brands that serve as models for 
recipients of the support 2020FY

▶Support system

Sake rice of 
Miki etc.

Black soybeans of 
Tamba Sasayama etc.

Shigaraki
ware

Cuisine and 
fragrance of Awaji

Wakayama knit
Koryo socks

Nara Sake

Sabae MeganeWazuka tea

Senshu towel
20

Government Agencies
・Kinki Local Finance Bureau
・Osaka Regional Taxation Bureau
・Kinki Regional Agricultural 
Administration Office

・Kansai District Transport and 
Tourism Bureau

Railway & other public 
transportation  
companies, financial 
institutions, etc.

External 
supporters, 
producers

Public 
supporting 

organization 
・JETRO
・SMRJ
・INPIT

METI-Kansai

Project for supporting regional brand building
 Toward Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan, the project intends to 

increase the visibility of the regional brands and communicate 
Kansai regional brands to visitors coming to Kansai.

Seam
less support



Measures for supporting regional branding

21

Foster

brands 

Develop 

products 

and services

Develop 

sales channels 

and disseminate 

information

Overseas 

expansion and

inbound tourism 

promotion



和 束 茶Sabae Megane

22

Model case of supporting local brands

Brand Information
Sabae is Japan’s largest megane (eyeglasses) production center, with more than 90% of Japan’s eyeglass

frames manufactured within the city. Sabae was also the first in the world to succeed in developing eyeglass
frames made with titanium, a hard and lightweight metal that is not prone to cause metallic allergies. As
exemplified by this fact, Sabae is committed to producing the world’s best quality eyeglasses.
Future Direction

Featuring both traditional and innovative elements, Sabae has produced eyeglasses of the highest quality in 
the world. By maximizing the potential of this region, this support project will promote tourism and branding of 
individual companies while aiming to further develop the “Japan brand” in order to garner global recognition.



Brand Information
Shigaraki ware is a type of pottery produced in and around Shigaraki Town, Koka City in Shiga Prefecture. It is one of Japan's Six

Ancient Kilns, which have been designated as Japan Heritage sites. Traditional Shigaraki ware makes effective use of the tsuchi-
aji (clay flavor) unique to the region. Shigaraki ware also features a reddish-orange (scarlet) color, natural ash glaze and burnt
black koge, all of which are obtained by firing in wood-fired kilns. By utilizing its high-quality clay and superb techniques, Shigaraki
continues to produce products and works that fit with the times.

Future Direction
The project aims to further enhance the brand value of Shigaraki ware through collaboration with tourism and other regional

resources.

Shigaraki Ware

23

Model case of supporting local brands



Wazuka tea
Brand Information

Wazuka tea is Uji tea grown in Wazuka Town or produced by farmers living in the town. Due to its geographic features, 
Wazuka Town experiences drastic changes in temperature between daytime and nighttime. This often results in the formation of 
fog that shields the tea leaves from strong sun exposure, giving them a distinctive aroma with a high content of amino acids,
which impart a pleasant, savory taste. Wazuka tea is also called “Oya-cha (lit. parent tea)” of Uji tea for its decisive role in 
flavoring Uji green tea. Wazuka tea has therefore been traded at high prices since olden days. 
Future Direction

The tea field landscape of Wazuka Town is registered as a Japan Heritage. All over the town, tea plantations spread across
the landscape of rolling hills, offering a unique view that can be enjoyed nowhere else in Japan. The project will popularize the
Wazuka tea brand, including this fascinating landscape “Chagenkyo Wazuka.”

お や ち ゃ

24

Model case of supporting local brands



Senshu towel
Brand Information

The Senshu towel has a history of about 130 years(since 1887) and a long-established tradition. It is a
product from the Senshu region, which is the birthplace of the towel industry in Japan. The Senshu towel is
manufactured using an “Atosarashi (after-washing)” method. By washing after weaving, the method allows
the towel to have a high water-absorbing quality with a nice and soft texture. Babies and those who have
sensitive skin can safely use this towel.
Future Direction

The project seeks to build a new brand by disseminating information primarily through shops and 
considering how to make high-quality towels for everyday use more appealing to customers. 25

Model case of supporting local brands



Sake rice of Miki etc.
Brand Information

Miki City is the largest producer of “Yamada-Nishiki,” a variety of sake rice in Japan, with part of the city designated as a Special 
A district where the highest quality Yamada-Nishiki is grown. For this reason, sake rice produced in the city is used as ingredients 
for brewing many Japanese sake brands. Miki City has other regional resources, including its local hardware industry known as
“Miki hardware” and the largest number of golf courses in western Japan. By effectively combining these regional assets, initiatives 
are under way for branding the entire city of Miki.
Future Direction

The project aims to establish the regional brands by combining several regional resources and promoting tourism and
other industries through wide-area cooperation and to attract inbound tourists, focusing on clearly defined targets. 26

Model case of supporting local brands



Black soybeans of 
Tamba Sasayama etc.
Brand Information

Tamba Sasayama City is blessed with abundant specialties, the bounty of nature, beautiful landscapes, a castle town, historical 
townscape, and traditional techniques and culture as represented by Tachikui pottery (Tamba-yaki pottery). The city is also 
particularly known as having produced high-quality black soybeans since more than 300 years ago. Characterized by their large 
grain size, these black soybeans have been highly regarded for their delicious taste, pleasant aromatic odor and chewy texture.
Future Direction

The project aims to communicate the region’s attractiveness to people at home and abroad and increase the number of 
visitors to Tamba Sasayama by combining many regional resources. 27

Model case of supporting local brands



Brand Information

Future Direction
The project intends to publicize the attractiveness of the Awaji Island brand, which will satisfy the five senses and intellectual

curiosity of visitors from home and abroad, and to expand overseas sales channels of the brand.

Cuisine and fragrance 
of Awaji

It is considered that Awaji Island was one of the “Miketsukuni,” meaning the supply provinces making offerings. These
provinces were assumed to supply food, mainly marine products, to the Imperial family and Imperial court in ancient Japan. The
island is also the largest incense-stick producing area in Japan, forming the country’s culture of “fragrance.” Awaji Island strives
to enhance its brand value by promoting its cuisine (agricultural, livestock and marine products) and fragrance (sticks of
incense) based on the idea that they have excellent quality to be appreciated both in domestic and international markets.

28
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写真

Brand Information
Nara Prefecture is called the birthplace of sake. Currently the Nara Sake Brewery Union includes 28 sake

breweries, each of which has its own characteristics. While benefiting from the rich natural environment of the
prefecture, these breweries work to produce various kinds of sake, exercising their creative ingenuity and
capitalizing on their chief brewers’ traditional expertise.
Future Direction

The support project aims to popularize the Nara Sake brand by utilizing the history of Nara as the
birthplace of sake and to expand its sales channels in Japan and overseas.

Nara Sake

29

Model case of supporting local brands



Koryo socks
Brand Information

In Koryo Town, the production of socks has been prospering for a long time. With one of the largest socks
production volume in Japan, Koryo is called the “Town of Socks,” which is capable of one-stop manufacturing
covering all the processes for producing socks. The socks made in the town are characterized by the level of
attention paid to the finest details not only of the materials and quality but also of design and functionality.
Future Direction

The project aims to increase the visibility of Koryo Socks and expand their sales channels at home and 
abroad. 30
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Brand Information
Wakayama Prefecture is an integrated producing center of knits, with its production of circular knit fabrics ranked first in Japan.

The knitting industry of Wakayama has woven its history through the five Japanese eras of Meiji, Taisho, Showa, Heisei and
Reiwa. Featuring a very nice texture, Wakayama knit has been supplied to luxury brand companies on an OEM basis.
Additionally, recent years have seen an increasing number of Wakayama knit manufacturers working to build their own factory
brands by leveraging their respective strengths and characteristics.
Future Direction

The project seeks to build the Wakayama brand not only as a production area for “knit fabrics” but also as a production 
center for “knit products” as a whole.

Wakayama knit

31

Model case of supporting local brands



6. Strategies for utilizing Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, Japan

On-site lecture “Expo 2025 and 
Business in the Future”

MIRAI（future）Seminar

▶Establish regional brands by 
leveraging the power of Expo 2025

Awareness-raising seminars for local
governments being held in succession

 As a co-creation partner for the "TEAM EXPO 2025" program, METI-KANSAI will work in
collaboration with the Japan Association for the 2025 World Exposition to help with
developing projects for making effective use of Expo 2025 in various parts of Kansai.
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Summary

Innovation 
ecosystem

Regional 
branding

Expo 2025 Osaka, 
Kansai, Japan
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